
 

From Pastor's Desk,   

Perhaps one of the most recognizable symbols within the Lutheran Church is Lutherôs seal or Lutherôs rose.   

The seal was designed for Martin Luther at the request of Prince John Frederick of Saxony in 1530, while Luther 

was staying at the Coburg Fortress during the Diet of Augsburg. Lazarus Spengler, to whom Luther wrote his 

interpretation below, sent Luther a drawing of this seal. Luther saw it as an expression of his theology and faith, 

which he used to authorize his correspondence. Luther informed Philipp Melanchthon on September 15, 1530, that 

the Prince had personally visited him in the Coburg fortress and presented him with a signet ring, presumably 

displaying the seal. This is Lutherôs explanation of his Seal in a letter to Spengler:  

 ñGrace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, has hit 

the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original thoughts and reason about why my seal is a 

symbol of my theology. The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so that I 

myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes from the heart will be 

justified" (Romans 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should also cause pain, 

it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it does not kill but keeps alive. "The just 

shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the crucified. Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white 

rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous 

rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be 

white and not red, for white is the color of the spirits and the angels (Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose 

should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future 

joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, 

symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, 

beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and best metal. This is my 

compendium theologiae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hoping for 

your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen.ò
  

I hope this explanation brings new appreciation to this familiar seal and perhaps will give you an opportunity to 

explain its significance to someone else and in the process share the message of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Pastor David P Loeschen   
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From the desk of Deacon Jon... 

During the early days of trains, a flagman would take his place in the middle of the street ï 

stopping all traffic as a train approached. During the day he would hold up a STOP sign. At night he 

would have a lantern. Thereôs an old story about a flagman and his lantern that goes like this: 

There was an accident one dark night at a railroad crossing. A lawsuit 

followed, and during the proceedings the flagman was called to take the witness stand. 

The prosecuting attorney asked the usual questions. Then followed an important one. 

He asked, ñOn the night of the accident, when you saw the car approaching, did you 

wave the lantern?ò The flagman answered, ñYes, I waved the lantern.ò The attorney 

for the prosecution continued with other questions, but before long he came to the 

same one, ñDid you wave the lantern?ò ñYes,ò answered the flagman, ñI did wave the lantern.ò The case 

seemed to hinge on this bit of testimony. The prosecutor realized it, and so once more he thundered, ñI 

ask you again, when you saw the car approaching the crossing, did you wave the lantern?ò Once again, 

the flagman answered, ñI did. Yes, I waved the lantern.ò The railroad company won the case. No 

damages were allowed. Later, the defense attorney was talking to the flagman. He said, ñThe prosecuting 

attorney really had me worried when he kept asking, ñDid you wave the lantern? Did you wave the 

lantern?ò ñWell,ò said the flagman, ñWhat worried me was that he might ask, óWas 

the lantern lit?ôò 

 

There is so much waving of dead lanterns. What about ours? The purpose of 

lanterns and lights is to give light ï to shine. The Bible has important things to say 

about lights and about shining. It speaks of Gods own Word as ña LAMP unto our feet 

and a LIGHT unto our path.ò (Ps. 119:105) Our precious Savior refers to Himself as 

ñTHE LIGHTò, and He says of us, His followers, ñYou are the LIGHT of the world.ò As lights, weôre not 

to be like the flagmanôs dead lantern, but rather, we are to shine ï not as a flickering flame, but as a 

steady light. So how did it happen that we, who were once in darkness, the darkness of unbelief and 

separation from God, are now lights? This is a miracle of Godôs grace. We are ñthe LIGHT of the 

worldò, not because of ñany merit or worthiness in usò, not because of our shrewdness or our intellectual 

insight or our scientific genius, but we have become, ñthe LIGHT of the worldò only because of what 

Christ has done for us. Itôs He who has ñcalled us out of the darkness into His marvelous light to show 

forth His praises.ò 

 

So what does this mean for us? St. Peter said in the second chapter of 1 Peter, that we 

are ñto show forth the praises of Him Who has called us out of darkness into His 

marvelous light.ò Now not everyone will be a chandelier in an important and 

conspicuous place. Some of us will be 40-watt bulbs on the back porch. However, every 

light has the singular important purpose of ï shining forth the glorious gospel light in 

order to keep people from slipping and falling into the darkness 

            Jon Jacobsen  



 

  
An excus e to bake!  

 

 Put your flour, sugar, cocoa powder, and eggs on the counter and set the oven to 350 degrees 

Fahrenheit. While some people do not need much of an excuse to put together some delicious 

concoctions in the kitchen, October 9 is the perfect day to delve into our favourite books or peruse 

cooking websites for the ideal cupcake recipe.  

 

 While October may be most well known for harvests and Halloween, it is also the time we mark 

National Pro Life Cupcake Day. Yes, you read that right! I assure you this is something I have not 

made up, head over to www.cupcakesforlife.com if you do not believe me.  

 

 It is certainly a cause and issue we should be aware of. Naturally, we Lutherans are pro-life. To 

be anything but goes completely against Scripture and, of course, like all believers, it is my hope that 

all Christians (some I have encountered were okay with the idea of abortion) and all peoples, come to 

realize the true and undeniable sanctity and preciousness of life and reject the entire notion of 

abortion.  

 

 We also praise the Lord for people, some within our own congregations, who are forthright and 

outgoing with their views on the pro -life movement here in Crawford County, Iowa. To uphold such a 

position in a world where pregnancy terminations are a s easily accessible and convenient as cupcake 

ingredients on the supermarket shelf, is admirable, humbling and, naturally, very inspiring. After all it 

says in Psalm 139: 13-15:  

 

 ñFor you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's 

wom b. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 

works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was 

being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.ò 

 

 

 So whether you are a good baker, feel comfortable with a whisk in your hand, or stay out of the 

kitchen most days, bake a batch of cupcakes on October 9 and do so in memory of all those who have 

lost their lives through the barbaric death of abortion.  

 

 Life is precious. Never forget that and never take it for granted! 

 To God we give all the glory!  

 

 

 Jared  

 

 

 P.S. If you have any leftover cupcakes please feel free to share. 

 

 

 

       



 

              OPEN ARMS PRESCHOOL   

 After almost a month in the classroom everyone is getting used to the new routines and    

  rules.  Rules are one of those necessities that no one really likes, not only children but also adults!  They  

  keep us going in the right direction and help us to realize our mistakes so we can fix them.  And much  

  ƭƛƪŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  They too guide  

  us and help us to realize our mistakes.  And during those times wheƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ Iƛǎ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ IŜ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ 

  us forgiveness through the death of His son Jesus Christ.  As our year continues at Open Arms, our  

  classroom will continue to have rules.   And those rules will serve as a good reminder that while every  

  rule has a consequence, it also presents a wonderful opportunity to practice forgiveness.  

 Thank you to everyone for your support of Open Arms Preschool through our Apple Tree.   
 We were able to purchase many fun new items for our students!!   
Open Arms Preschool is beginning their Pizza Fundraiser! Open Arms Preschool is beginning 
 their Pizza Fundraiser!  We will be selling pizza kits Friday Sep. 21-Friday Oct.5.  If you are 
interested in some delicious pizza kits that also benefit the preschool, be sure to find us 
after  
church, ask a preschool student or their family members, or simply contact Liz Woods!   
Pick up of items will be Wed. Oct. 17th from 3-5 pm in the church basement.   
 
 Mrs. Woods  

 

SCENES FROM PREVIOUS "TRUNK OR TREATS" OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH, 

SOUTH PARKING LOT.  

MARK YOUR 2018 CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 24TH.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SIGHTINGS FROM JESS.....  

 When people think of October, most often they think of fall but sometimes they think of 

Halloween. I thought of no better topic to talk about than fear this month because it has been something 

that I have been living in and out of for the past two-ish months; no church workers are not immune to 

this. As most of you know, Logan and I found out that we are expecting a little bundle of joy this 

upcoming March. We couldnôt be more excited! We found out at the end of August about this bundle 

and are so excited about  starting our family! However, the excitement turned to fear 3 days later. I was 

experiencing some symptoms that I thought were less than normal and started to panic. We went to the 

doctor, got tests done, got an impromptu ultrasound, and needless to say, I found out I was pregnant on 

Tuesday but thought I was going through a miscarriage on Sunday night. I was in fear as I waited for 

each test. I was in fear on Sunday night as I waited for Monday to come and to go in for a more 

thorough ultrasound. I was crying, afraid, stressed, and in the best words -- a hot mess. I stopped 

myself on Sunday and gave myself a heart to heart -- ñIf someone came to you about this what would 

you tell them to do?òé Of course, I would tell them to go to God. So that is what I did. I looked up on 

Sunday night through Google devotions for scary times in pregnancy, and low and behold, I found 

several. I read one after the other and you know what I noticed, my heart started to calm down, a peace 

came over me, and I knew that no matter what the doctor would say on Monday that God was by my 

side. One of the best things that I read that evening was that health concerns, whether with pregnancy 

or in general give us a heart test.  

 

A heart test in the way of saying, do you truly trust God with all your fears, troubles, 

tears, and anxiety? Where does your heart really lie when you are afraid? I  

am so unbelievably grateful that the next day entering that ultrasound room we 

found out different news than what we were expecting; we found out that this little bundle of joy was 

safe and had a heartbeat. Now, can I tell you that I have stopped worrying, having fear, questioning 

every little thing -- nope. But I can tell you that through the pain of fear and being afraid, I know that in 

those moments -- I know who to turn to and who gives me peace, God!  

 

I pray that whatever October brings you, whether it fear or joy, that you turn to the one that gives 

unexplainable peace and hope! You are loved and cared for by His guiding hand in and through it all!  

 

Philippians 4:6-7, ñDo not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with  

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.ò 

 

Some Dates to Pencil In: 

Every Wednesday - Confirmation/Connect 

Every Sunday - Sunday School/High School Youth Group 

Oct. 10th - Kings Camp 

Oct. 14th - Mentor/Mentee Event 

Oct. 19th - 5th Quarter 

Oct. 24th - Trunk or Treat 

Oct. 24th - Kings Camp 

Oct. 27th-28th - Junior High Youth Gathering 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Quarter September 7th & 28th  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND YOUTH 

The Board of Christian Education and Youth met September 16, 2018 at 11:00 

am. The meeting was called to order by Stephanie Schmadeke. Those in 

attendance were: Stephanie Schmadeke, Jessica Tibben, Darel Bernholtz, 

Brenda Koenig, Michael Phipps, Katie Gehlsen, and Emily Thams. Absent: 

Eric Mathies, Kimberly Lilleholm, Jennifer Knickman. 

Jessica Tibben opened with prayer. 

Minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed. There is one revision to the 

August 2018 minutes. Rahn Eischeid provided the meal for rally day, not Rod 

Bradley. Minutes to be approved at the October meeting.  

Financial Report 

Darel provided a verbal report. The current balance of the youth account is 

$8017.46. A written report will be provided at a later date.  

DCE Report 

Report was sent prior to the meeting. Items were reviewed and discussed. 

Old Business 

Sunday School curriculum- some feedback was given. High school teachers 

and students are excited about the app provided. Teachers like the online 

access, however, internet availability may be an issue for some. 

Rally Day Feedback- attendance was poor. Discussion about how to get 

families to stay for this event was had. This item to remain on the agenda in 

order to come up with ideas for future Rally Days.  

New Business 

Christmas Program- Rod and Kris will continue to lead the Christmas 

program. This year we will use the book ñChrist the Savior is Bornò as the 

foundation for the program. Sunday school teachers will be asked to take 

attendance to determine what children will be reliable at practices as well as 

which students want a part. Speaking parts will be given to older children who 

want to participate as well as have good attendance. Speaking parts will be sent 

home to parents for practice. Tone chimes will perform. Younger students will 

receive a book and something else will be given to older students- TBD. 

Youth Room- The council okayed redecorating the youth room including 

getting rid of the furniture. We plan to move out the old furniture this 

Wednesday during game time for Connect. It was decided that the furniture will 

be taken to Good Samaritan. We discussed having the carpets cleaned. Katie 

offered to ask Pat Brosnahan about this.  

Kingôs Camp- Discussion of the associate position was had.  

Motion to adjourn made by Katie, seconded by Brenda. Motion carried. 

 Emily Thams  

Bible Studies  

Everyone is Invited  
SUNDAYS  
 10:15 am 

North Class Room 
Our Savior Church 

 
10:15 am  

Women's Bible Study 
Our Savior Youth Room 

 
MONDAYS 
Noon @ 

Majestic Hills  
 "A Mary Heart in a  

Martha Worldέ  
 

1:30 p.m. 
Heritage Heights 

 
TUESDAY 
3:30 p.m. 
Realife 

  

WEDNESDAYS 
6:30 a.m. 

Men eat breakfast at Family Table 
 

6:00 p.m. 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Chapel @ Our Savior 
 

THURSDAY 
9:45 a.m. North Class Room 

Our Savior Church 
 

Everyone is welcome   

to join us at anytime, even 

if it's just once in a while. 

Please do what fits  

your schedule.  

 

  

  

  

REMEMBER THOSE WE SUPPORT SERVING AS MISSIONARY 
 

Pastor Willis Grills     Amigos En Cristo, Denison 

Jamie & Eddie Bynum     Granada, Spain  

Rev. Stephen Oliver & family   Taiwan, Seminary for Students   

Pastor Larry & Tina Matro   Papua, New Guinea 

Rev. James Sharp & family   Uruguay 

Ritzman Family     Papua, New Guinea  

Rev. Joe & Jennie Asher   Germany        

Mark & Megan Montey    Uganda  

Pastor Gary & Stephanie Schulte   Togo, West Africa 

Rev. Mark & Stephanie Rabe & family  Ethiopia 

 

There are several bowls 

and pans in the coat 

room. Please  claim 

yours and take home. 

THANK YOU for bringing 

food for an event at Our 

Savior. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE SHUT INS: 
 

Gladys Wiegel 
Norma Hawley 

Delores Stephenson 
Don Eck                        

Theonne Kolls 
Orville Lamaak             

Jean Ellis 
Lois Butler                     

Darlene Baedke 
Irene Aikman                

Ethel Bocklemann 
Ruth Blackmore           

Clarion Holdsworth 
Betty Miller 

Ken Westrom 
Lyle Hansen 
Paul Clausen 

LaVerne Milow 

PRAYER LIST  

Various Health Issues    

Lowell Neumann Danette Waderich Addison Koch 
Don Beam   Bill Ellis   Jim Christiansen 
Ken Westorm  Tammy Schurke  Macel Schneider 
Monica Walley  Gary Kassebaum Jr,  

Cancer Treatments    

*Ronald Feddersen *Betty Greder *Pam Ehlers 

Births   

*Saige Claire Ramthun who was born on August 16th. She is the daughter 
of Jared and Carly Ramthun of Madison WI. She joins her brother, Owen. 
Her Grandparents are Mark & Charlene Ramthun! 
*The gift of a son, Turner Jason Warren Frideres, born to Taryn (Dozark) 
and Matt Frideres!  This makes Craig & Cindy Dozark the grandparents, and 
Roger Dozark, Warren & Betty Hawn the great grandparents. 
Congratulations to everyone 
*The gift of a baby girl, Cora Rose, born on Thursday September 6th. Her 
parents are Cole & Alissa Qualheim of Plano,Texas. This makes Jon & Becky 
Jacobsen the grandparents, and Roger Dozark & Jan Jacobsen the great 
grandparents. God's blessings to everyone.  

Deaths  

The family of Larry Winans 
The family of Anita Hammer 
The family of Dewey Reis 

Praise and Thanksgiving   

Tammy Schurke as she is now home recovering.  
 
 
 
 

 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION   
OCTOBER 10 

The Crawford County Hunger Fighters 

and the Siouxland Food Bank will be 

holding the next bulk food distribution on 

Wednesday October 10 at Our Savior 

Lutheran Church, 500 North 24
th
 St in 

Denison. Future distributions will be held 

on the second Wednesday of the month. 

Food at this event is made available to 

Crawford County families and 

individuals in need of assistance. 

Registration will begin @ 1:00 PM with 

distribution following around 2:30. Please 

bring your own boxes, bags or laundry 

baskets to carry your food.   

 

*A BIG THANK YOU for all the lifting and carrying so many of you did to 

help me move across town. I really appreciated it and I hope you enjoyed your 

pizza.                                                                        BJ 

 

*Thank you to everyone who gave us rides to and from church when we 

weren't able to drive. Larry Gittens  & Mary Jane Petersen  

 

*Dear Our Savior Congregation,  
 Thank You for renewing your 2019 Sponsorship for the Crawford 
County Hunger fighters, It is because of your interest and financial support 
that we are able to fight the fight against hunger in Crawford County. 
 We are making a difference and with your help, CCHF will continue 
to fight to help our kids improve school performance and reduce health 
problems due to under nutrition.  
 For the 2017/18 school year, CCHF delivered a total; of 10,813 
backpack food sacks to the Elementary Schools in the county. In addition, 
CCHF is continuing to distribute on the second Wednesday of each month, a 
variety of food items to needy families throughout the county.  
 We are a 100% volunteer organization with extremely low overhead 
cost. Because of that 97% of all the money we receive goes to that for which 
it is intended: the purpose of food.  
 A special thanks to you for caring enough to be part of this program. 
Also, thank you for allowing us to use the church facilities for our backpack 
food storage, assembly and bulk food distribution. I really appreciate your 
support.  

Sincerely, Warren A Hawn, President CCHF  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 REMEMBER THOSE WE SUPPORT SERVING AS MILITARY PERSONNEL  

Daniel Loeschen - Fort Lewis, Washington, son of Pastor & Deb Loeschen, husband of Casey. Father of 
Kahliya and Elliana. 

Cody (deployed to Kuwait)  & Sara Vogt ð Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas NV. son & daughter in law of 
Mike & Lisa Vogt  

Jeff Storlie - Fort Bragg, North Carolina, son -in-law of Scott & Marcy Larson  

Scott Meeves - Kirkland Air Force Base, Albuquerque, NM. grandson of Byron & Pauline Meeves  

Major Rob Garvey - United States Air Force, Baltimore, MD. son -in-law of Ron & Catherine Lectenberg  

Keaton Segebart -  United States Army, Fort Hood, TX. grandson of Mary Segebart  

Michael Ploeger -  United States Air Force, Kuwait, grandson of Darlene Wells  

 

A LIBRARY CHIRPé 

   The Rescue -the daring rescue of seven missionaries against impossible odds- 

         by Dave Anderson with Norm Rohrer 

 

An account of this rescue was given by Dave Anderson at Our Savior on September 9th. It is an incredible story of 

the power of prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit. As a crash survivor, Don Wharton said "God has provided; 

and He has decided that the "Gas Can Seven" ain't goin to Heaven today!  

 

submitted by Maxine Pithan  

 
MEMBERSHIP UPDATES   

FUNERALS:  

Larry Winans (June 26, 1942 to September 2, 2018) A service was held at Huebner Funeral Home, Denison Iowa on 

September 4th, 2018. Larry was not a member of Our Savior, however, his daughters were: Mandi Johnson and Tracy 

Winans along with his brother-in-law, Wes Furne.  
 

Anita M. Hammer (October 24, 1930-September 5, 2018). Her services were held at Our Savior Lutheran Church on 

September 8th, 2018. 
 

Dewey L. Reis Jr. (May 11, 1941-September 12, 2018). His services were held at Our Savior Lutheran Church on 

September 17, 2018.  
 

RELEASE OF MEMBERSHIP:  

Gene, Sandy & Brandon Ahrenholtz, Justin Baldridge, Monique Baldridge, Ivan Cervantes, Sergio & Issak Cervantes, 

Ryan Conover, June Folk, Steve Harris, Dustin Hogan, Laurie Joachim, Jaylee, Avery & Brooklyn Lul, Kenn, Rhonda, 

Ian, Jack, Conner & Brandon MacGregor, Gary Mendlik, Adam Meseck, Brandy Nelson & Kaila Nelson, Carl, Clark & 

Krista Ullerich 
 

TRANSFER OUT MEMBERSHIP:  

Braxton McMullen to Lamb of God Lutheran Church in Humble, TX 

James Ross to Faith Lutheran Church in Loveland, CO 

Lyla Johnson to Risen Christ Lutheran Church in Davenport, IA 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH:  

Tina Davis, Isabella & Swayze Davis of Deloit.  
 

MARRIAGE:  

Cierah Lynn Winans and Quincy Michael Ohl on September 15, 2018 at The Stables of Copper Ridge, Denison, Ia.  

Pastor David P. Loeschen, Officiant 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
September 11, 2018 

 
Attendees: Scott Larson, Craig Dozark, Elaine Gotto, Vicar Cooksey, Sue Bergamo, Ron Lechtenberg, Pastor Loeschen 

Steph Schmadeke, Lynette Mohr, Jessica Tibben, Rachel Greene, Liz Woods 
The meeting was called to order by Craig Dozark at 7:01 pm 
Pastor led us in an opening devotion--ά¢ƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ [ŀƛŘ tƭŀƴǎτLŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭέ    
Minutes from the August 14, 2018 meeting were approved as printed. 
tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ Report όtŀǎǘƻǊ [ƻŜǎŎƘŜƴύ ω!ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ -August average up in 2018τ246      2017--222 
                     ωtŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Acts -1 Baptism; 1 Wedding; 1 Profession of Faith; 3 Transfers Out 
                     ω¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ -tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¦ǊōŀƴŘŀƭŜτSept. 24-25 
                -Annual Parish Meetingτsometime this Fall @ Bethlehem 
                -OSLC Annual Meetingτto be held November 11, 2018 
                -Elders to meet w/District PresidentτOct. 16-- discussions to begin the  
           ά/ŀƭƭέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
      ωhǘƘŜǊ LǘŜƳǎ-Membership adjustmentsτprocess is underway 
±ƛŎŀǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ό±ƛŎŀǊ /ƻƻƪǎŜȅύ ωtǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мн ω!ǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
Elder's Report όwƻŘ .ǊŀŘƭŜȅύ ωbƻ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Deacon's Report όWƻƴ WŀŎƻōǎŜƴύ ω/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ  /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎΦ 
Youth & Family Ministry Report (Jessica Tibben) 
**Motion by Steph S./Ron L. to use $1000 of Elijah Funds to be used to help Jessica with student loans.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
ω¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ wƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ тth/8th Grade classroom will be taking place in the near future ωSunday School: We had 
Rally Day and it was a great success! We also met with Sunday School teachers and went over our new curriculum of 
DǊƻǳǇǎΩ 5ƛƎ Lƴ - Dig Into Discipleship and for High School doing Groups Live Curriculum - Jesus Centered Life. We start the 
first day of Sunday School on Sept. 16th ωрǘƘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊΥ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ рǘƘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ рǘƘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ 
having around 65 youth and the second having 78 youth attending! It is a beautiful ministry that brings kids from all over 
the community together with devotion, snacks, and games. Our  next 5th Quarter will be in October. 
Early Childhood Ministry Report (Liz Woods) ω2 new associates this year. Alexa Rowedder and Amanda Murphy. Amanda 
is also the lead teacher for our Little Lambs class. ω9ƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘΥ  нф ƛƴ hǇŜƴ !ǊƳǎΤ у ƛƴ [ƛǘǘƭŜ [ŀƳōǎ ω!ǇǇƭŜ ¢ǊŜŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ 
Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΤ [ƛǘǘƭŜ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ω5ŀŘΩǎ 5ŀȅκbƛƎƘǘτMonday, Sept. 17 
 Motion by Steph S./Elaine G. to accept staff reports as presented.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Youth/Education ό{ǘŜǇƘ {ŎƘƳŀŘŜƪŜύ ωbŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мс Ϫ ммΥлл ŀƳ 
Missions ό5ŀǊƛƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴκ{ǳŜ .ŜǊƎŀƳƻύ ωbƻ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
Discipleship όwŀŎƘŜƭ DǊŜŜƴŜύ ωaƻǊŜ άWƻȅ .ƻȄŜǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ 
Parish Fellowship/Public Relations ό5ƻǊƛǎ bŜǳƳŀƴƴύ ω{ŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ м ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿκŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ wŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ 
Anderson Concert 
Stewardship (Larry Andersen) ÅNo Report 

Property Report (Ken Willems) ÅNo Report 

Treasurer's Report (Elaine Gotto) ÅAugust & YTD financials were shared ÅBudget Prep for 2019 will begin next month 

Motion by Ron L./Steph S. to accept the Board Reports.  All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Old Business 

ÅNone 

New Business 

ÅElders to meet w/District PresidentðOct. 16ðdiscussions to begin the ñCallò process 
 

Motion to adjourn by Steph S./Rachel G. at  7:52 pm. All ayes.  Motion Carried. 

Closed with The Lord's Prayer  

 

Respectfully Submitted ñScott Larson  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Council Meeting 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

      September 17, 2018 
*The September council meeting of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church was called to order by President Nick Ohl with 
Pastor Loeschen, Rollie Laubscher,  Sue Stephens, Vicar Cooksey, Francis Bunde, Verle McCutcheon, Renee Vary and 
Lori Malone present.   
*Opening Devotion and prayer led by Pastor Loeschen:   
*Motion by Renee/Rollie to approve the minutes from the August meeting.  Motion carried.   
*Motion by Verle/Sue to approve tƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ report.  Motion carried 
*9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ōȅ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΥ !ǾŜrage attendance in August 2017 was 42 versus 29 in 2018 
*tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ  .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴΤ ƴƻ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿΤ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ 
and budget; thoughts on the continuation of Vicarage program; call procedures beginning in January 
*±ƛŎŀǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ Reviewed activities he has been involved in for the past month. 
*New Business: None 
*Old Business: Discussion on prayer chain 
*¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ Sue reported ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŜǎǎƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛȄŜŘΣ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ tŜǎǘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƘŀŘ 
sprayed the parsonage and church, boiler check has been scheduled, work on basement lighting continues.  There was 
discussion on building a bat house. 
*With no further business motion was made by Renee/Verle to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
*/ƭƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ  These minutes are as recorded by the secretary and subject to change at the next scheduled 

meeting.  Lo ri  Malone, Secretary  

 

Crossroads of Crawford County  info@crossroadsofcrawfordcounty.org .    

Camp Okoboji     campokoboji.org  

Iowa District West    www.idwlcms.org  

Our Savior Lutheran Church   www.oursaviordenison.com  

Lutheran Church Extension Fund  lcef.org  

Mission Central, Gary Thies   www.missioncentral.us  

 

Need Something notarized? Stop in the office. Lynette Mohr is a Notary Rotary  

M-F 8:00 AM - 12:00PM and 1:00PM - 3:00PM  

DO YOU HAVE A COLLEGE STUDENT WHO WOULD ENJOY A COLLEGE CARE PACKAGE?  

HAVE YOU MOVED?  

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR PHONE NUMBER?  

HOW ABOUT DISCONNECTED YOUR TELEPHONE LAND LINE?  

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR E -MAIL ADDRESS?  

CHANGED YOUR NAME?  

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS, 

PLEASE, UPDATE THIS INFORMATION WITH THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

THANK YOU. 712-263-3282     LEAVE A NOTE ON MY DESK      

EMAIL ME AT: lynette@oursaviordenison.c om  Lynette Mohr     Office Manager  

Greeting Cards 

available in the 

church office for 

just 50 cents.  

~Ministry     
Appreciation  
~Thanksgiving 
~Sympathy 
~Birthday 
~Baptism 
~Anniversary 
~Get Well  
~Encouragement 
~Baby 
~Wedding 
~Thank You &  
        More 
     

 

The Bethlehem Ladies Aid met on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. with six members present.  Vicar Cooksey 

led devotions from the LW {ǳƳƳŜǊ vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άIƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ Iƛǎ tǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ hǾŜǊƭƻŀŘŜŘέΦ [ƛƴŘŀ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [²a[ tƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 5ƻǊƛǎ ǊŜŀŘ ά/ŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ¢ƛƳŜǎέΦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘΦ bƻƛǎȅ hŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нфth was $63.36 with next Noisy Offering on September 30th.  The 

Fall LWML Retreat is on September 22nd at Mission Central. Fall Denison Zone Rally is on September 20th at Zion in 

Denison. In-gathering for the Rally with discussed. Officers for next year will be Linda McCutcheon, President; Edith 

Kahl, Vice-President, Kathy Ransom, Secretary; Sherry Ketelsen, Treasurer; and Doris Kahl, Christian Growth. Day of 

Prayer will be on March 5, 2019 at Our Savior.  Bethlehem is responsible for making a banner for the 2020 LWML IDW 

/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ hƪƻōƻƧƛΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ 

Kathy Ransom, Secretary  

 

Kathy Ransom, Secretary 

 

mailto:info@crossroadsofcrawfordcounty.org


 

 

HURRICANE FLORENCE DISASTER RESPONSE 
Please consider the below opportunities to reach out through our partners in the Gospel to aid those affected by the 
hurricane:  
LCMS Disaster Response  
Online:  
lcms.org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-response  
Via phone:  
888-930-4438  
By Mail:  
The Lutheran ChurchτMissouri Synod  
PO Box 66861  
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861  
Southeastern District (includes North & South Carolina and 
Virginia)  
Online:  
se.lcms.org/giving/  
Via phone:  
800-637-5723  
By Mail:  
Southeastern District  
6315 Grovedale Dr  

Alexandria VA 22310                                                                   Thank you for your prayers and response!  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

IN THE "GAME" OF JESUS  

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH  

1:00 -3:00  
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  

$5 PER PERSON  
Tickets available at Our Savior Lutheran Church  

                                                                and Reynolds Clothing 
Mothers and Mother-like-figures bring your son (s) for a wonderful 
evening of getting in the game. From football to hockey...we will have 
tons of variety for you to enjoy and build memories  

that will last!  
Food~~Games~~Devotion~~Photos 
Open for all ages! 
Contact Jessica with questions 920 -213 -7429   



 

 MAKE A DIFFERENCE! VOLUNTEER SATURDAY, October 13!  
YOU are invited to be part of an exciting IOWAY outreach to hundreds of children and parents at Moulton Elementary 

School on Saturday, October 13, from 8:00 -  Noon at 1541 -  8th Street,  Des Moines . Of the 515 elementary 
students (K-5) a large majority of students are refugees and immigrants from many countries. There are currently 31 

languages spoken in the school.  
Be part of bringing a few hours of fun, food and games into their lives.  

This will provide a unique opportunity for all ages.  
Bring kindergarten age (and older) children and grandchildren.  

Bring your youth group . Bring your neighbors. Bring your ladiesô group. Bring your roommate. Bring your 

menôs group.  
MANY VOLUNTEERS are needed because we have no idea how many children and parents will come. Let us know your 

volunteer preference of sports, music, crafts or food by registering online: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/moulton_elementary  

8 a.m. Volunteers arrive and set-up. Come in northwest door.  

 

 

- 11:00 a.m. Judy Newhouse and ISU music students will conduct a Music/Crafts Camp and Pastor Aaron 
Hannemann, the Sports Camp.  

 

artnership 
Program)  

Items needed by the students: hygiene items, mittens, sweatpants, socks and underwear for ages K-5th 

grade.  

 

 
Register online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/moulton_elementary Or contact Pastor Aaron Hannemann at cell (515) 554-4615 

or Ellie Menz at cell (515) 370-1159 or ellie@iowadistrictwest.org 

 

Chili Dump October 7th. 

The Adult Fellowship met at the farm of Jake and Shirley 

Ahrenholtz for the September 9
th
 meeting.  Most in attendance 

went on a great hayride through the fields with Jake driving the 

tractor.  The weather was perfect for the event.  After returning, 

we shared the common table prayer before roasting hot dogs over 

an open fire and sharing numerous side dishes.  Various desserts 

were also enjoyed as well as roasted marshmallows to make 

Sômores. 
  
After dinner, President Meeves opened the meeting. There were 

no minutes or treasurerôs report available.  It was confirmed the 

next meeting will be a Chili Dump at Loren and Andrea Nelsonôs 

farm on October 7
th
.  All will bring chili for the ñdumpingò and cheese sandwiches or desserts.  Pastor finished 

the meeting with a devotion on Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  Fellowship was enjoyed throughout the 

evening.  

Respectfully submitted, Pat Fleshner, Secretary  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

   OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 

WILL BE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 . RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE  



 

LWML meeting minutes...  

LWML  met in the gathering room on Monday, September 10
th
.  The LWML pledge was recited.  Christian Growth 

chairman, Jan Jacobsen read ñThe Worst Day Everò,  by Chanie Gorkin a 17 year old. She then had Sandy Johnson read it 

from the bottom up. This perspective was exactly opposite of the original meaning.  This encouraged us to look at lifeôs 

problems differently. Minutes from the July 9
th
 meeting were read and approved.  The was no August meeting. 

Treasurerôs report was given by Sandy Johnson in place of Dianne Furne.  

 

Communications  Crossroads of Crawford County will have a fund raiser in Schleswig  on Sept. 20, at 6 PM.   

E-News: 2019 LWML convention will be in Mobile, Alabama 

 

Committees 

Mission Growth:  Members are working very hard on quilts for the auction.  

Altar:  2 new banners are completed.  Older banners are being repaired by Joyce, Carol and Shirley. Joyce donated money 

for a banner. Vestments are completed. Pastor said that there are gluten free communion wafers.  They are a golden color. 

Communion helpers should put 2 on the top of the host tray. Helpers should wear gloves to prepare the communion ware.  

Eventide: Bingo was held on Sept. 4
th
. We will assist Bingo again on Oct. 30.  Four helpers are needed when we help 

with Communion to get residents from their rooms and take to the dining hall.  

Lamplighters: Bev gave the devotion at Eventide, Denison Care. 

Cards: no report 

Longtime member, Anita Hammer has passed away.  Shirley made motion to give $75 to the Denison Zone.  Sandy 

seconded.  Motion passed. 

Old Business: none 

New Business 

~The Denison Zone Rally will be held Sept. 20, 9;30 at Zion. Registration is at 9:00.  Gary and Karen Christiansen will be 

guest speakers. They are missionary helpers in the Dominican Republic when they travel there.  

~Deb Osborne from Zion will be the next president.  A love offering of $25 will be given.  Donations of washrags, 

underwear, soap, toothpaste and brushes are welcomed.  

~Lutheran Womenôs  Quarterly is $5 a year.  We provide these to members and have a few extra to give at home visits. 

~Operation Barnabas-Missouri Synodôs Ministry to the Armed Forces, will be held at St. Paul in Carroll on Oct. 6. 

~Congregations are encouraged to Pray for our troops  

~Recognize veterans at least once a year  

~Celebrate and remember our nationôs military vets, service personnel, chaplains and families.  

~Sept. 29, 30 will have a noisy offering.  This occurs every 5
th
 Saturday and Sunday.  

~October is LWML month. Shirley moved and Deb seconded to have a short skit about the MISSION CANDLES.   

~Linda and Sandy will call for helpers on the Saturday service (13
th
).  Members will do the Sunday service.  

~All members are encouraged to attend and wear our color purple, which symbolizes royalty.  Gold is our other color 

symbolizing value and integrity. Greeting, ushering and offering collection will be LWML members.  The large mite box 

will be used.  

~Tri City BBQ Fest  is on Sept. 20, 21. Members will make óPuppy Chowô and óCaramel Cornô for the vendor booth.  

Congregation members may also make and bring to church. Sandwich bags of the goodies will be filled on  

Sept. 19, at 5:30. Pastor will furnish a push cart to take the bins to the tent.  Jayme Woods is furnishing  

the tent and Loren Nelson the lights.   

~LWML Fall Retreat  will be held Sunday, Sept. 22 at Mission Central in Mapleton.  

~Meeting closed with the Lordôs Prayer and common table prayer.   

~Lunch was served by Shirley Garrett and Jan Norgaard. 

 

Secretary, Linda Christensen  

 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH  
ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP SERVICES 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Show them your appreciation 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Savior Lutheran Church  
500 N. 24th St 
Denison, IA  51442 
 
        

       OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING  
        WILL BE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
        RIGHT AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE 
Advice from a pumpkin 
Be well rounded. 

Get plenty of sunshine. 

Give thanks for life's bounty. 

Have a thick skin. 

Keep growing.  

Be outstanding in your fields.  

Think BIG.  

                 ~Ilan Shamir 
 
 

 

 

                    


